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Response to comments in letter from United States Department of the Interior, 
(NPS, CCNS), December 15 2008. 
 

1. The Airport Commission is discussing this issue with NPS. 
2. It is the intent of FAA and the Airport Commission to make the FAA’s NEPA document 

consistent with NPS guidelines and requirements. Revisions have been made to the 
document. 

3. Section 1.1 describes the federal actions for both FAA and NPS. 
4. Section 1 has been revised to identify which impact categories have been dismissed from 

further analysis and why.  
5. The terms restoration, replication, and mitigation are used interchangeably in this document 

as noted in Section 7. Because of the various permitting regulations, no one term will suffice 
for all reviewers. Specific permit applications will use the term specific to the particular need. 
We note that NPS used the term “restored” when referring to wetland mitigation on page 1 of 
the July 9, 2008 letter. The wetlands within the project area are freshwater wetlands, either 
isolated or bordering. Similar wetlands will be constructed. The word toad has been used with 
each reference to the Eastern Spadefoot. 

6. The coastal dune creation area is the same as the area shown in the May 31, 2007 NPC/Draft 
EIR/EA. In addition to providing coastal dune mitigation, the dune area maintains the existing 
separation between wetland areas I and C/J/FK as discussed in Section 7.2. The contract 
documents will require that the source of the sand be certified that it does not contain 
archaeological resources or non-native plant seed. 

7. The document has been revised. 
8. The changes have been made. We note that the term “Race Point” bathhouse was suggested 

by the October 31, 2007 NPS letter. The bathhouse is now referred to as the Herring Cove 
bathhouse as directed by the December 15, 2008 NPS letter. 

9. The text has been revised.  
10. The document has been revised to address these comments. 
11. Section 8 has been revised. 
12. The cable plowing method is described in Section 5.6.2.5. 
13. The LES service road alternative that would come in from Race Point Road and cross the bike 

path has been re-evaluated and dismissed as discussed in Section 3. 
14. NHESP has provided initial guidance on the location and inspection of the proposed gaps in 

the fence to facilitate movement of turtles and toads. The gaps would be inspected at least 
once a year in the spring as part of the Airport’s operational mitigation plan. Since the graded 
patrol road has been eliminated, NHESP will include in their determination required 
mitigation relative to access to, location of, and methods of maintaining the gaps. 

15. The one-way gate has been eliminated for operational and security reasons. The existing gate 
near the SRE building will be used for any deer who can not exit the airfield towards the 
west. 

16. The bump-out section at the Runway 25 End is necessary to avoid the approach surface. The 
fence alignment extends a little beyond the approach surface in order to minimize wetland 
impacts in wetland area E/DD. The bump-out section at the Runway 7 End enclosed the non-
directional beacon shelter. This bump-out has been eliminated and a gate will be installed to 
allow access to the shelter. The fence alignment on the south side has been further revised to 
avoid critical Eastern Spadefoot toad breeding habitat as shown on Figures 6.8 and 6.9. 

17. The terminus of the fence has been revised as shown on Figure 6.8. 
18. The Airport Commission would like to discuss this and other issues with the NPS. Various 

reports have been submitted to the CCC and renaming the documents would be confusing for 
agency project files.  

19. The Airport Commission coordinated with NPS during planning for the current Terminal 
building. The Commission agreed to revise the exterior design of the building to eliminate a 
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cupola. The Airport Commission is not aware of a long term agreement to limit the height of 
any future terminal building design. To accommodate a second floor, the height of the 
Preferred Alternative at this stage of conceptual design is approximately 6-12 feet above the 
hangar as discussed in Section 5. 

 



Capital Improvements Plan  Final Environmental Impact Report/ 
Provincetown Municipal Airport  Environmental Assessment/  
Provincetown, Massachusetts  Section 4(f) Evaluation 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  MEPA / NEPA   13-109 

 
13.6 January 30, 2009 Comment Letter from National Park Service  
 
 
 
This section contains the letter, dated January 30, 2009, received from the National Park 
Service on the 2nd Internal Draft of the Final EA/EIR. Several meetings and conference 
calls were held to discuss the issues in the letter. The document has been reorganized to 
meet NPS standards for NEPA documents.





Capital Improvements Plan  Final Environmental Impact Report/ 
Provincetown Municipal Airport  Environmental Assessment/  
Provincetown, Massachusetts  Section 4(f) Evaluation 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  MEPA / NEPA   13-111 

 



Capital Improvements Plan  Final Environmental Impact Report/ 
Provincetown Municipal Airport  Environmental Assessment/  
Provincetown, Massachusetts  Section 4(f) Evaluation 
 

  MEPA / NEPA DOCUMENTS  
  
13-112

 



Capital Improvements Plan  Final Environmental Impact Report/ 
Provincetown Municipal Airport  Environmental Assessment/  
Provincetown, Massachusetts  Section 4(f) Evaluation 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  MEPA / NEPA   13-113 

13.7 November 5, 2010 Comment Letter from National Park Service  
 
 
 
This section contains the letter, dated November 5, 2010, received from the National Park 
Service on the Revised 4th Internal Draft of the Final EA/EIR. Several meetings and 
conference calls were held to discuss the issues in the letter. The mitigation mentioned in 
the letter has been referenced and included in the Mitigation Section of the document, as 
requested in the NPS letter. 
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